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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 00556 262109Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SAB-02 AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 
FRB-01 INR-07 NSAE-00 USIA-15 TRSE-00 XMB-04 
OPIC-06 SP-02 LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-01 HA-05 DODE-OO 
PM-05 H-02 L-03 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SS-15 /109W 

035669 271455Z/46 

R 262057Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5421 

UNCLAS PANAMA 0556 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ELAB, ECON, EGEN, PN 

SUBJECT: CHANGES IN EMERGENCY JOB PLAN 

REF: PANAMA 8799 (12/9/77) 

1 . IN ORDER TO COMBAT CHARGES THAT MANY PEOPLE RECEIVING 

JOBS UNDER THE EMERGENCY JOB PLAN WERE NOT, IN FACT, FINANCIALLY 
DESERVING, GEN. TORRIJOS HAS ORDERED THAT SEVERAL REVISIONS 
AND GUIDELINES BE ADDED TO THE PROGRAM. 

2. UNDER THE NEW GUIDELINES, APPLICANTS HAVE BEEN INFORMED 
THEY CANNOT BE ASSURED OF A JOB WITHIN ONE MONTH OF THEIR 
APPLICATION. DURING THIS TIME, THE APPLICANT S SOCIAL AND 
FINANCIAL SITUATION WILL BE INVESTIGATED BY MEMBERS OF A GROUP 
OF 200 SOCIAL WORKERS SET UP BY TORRIJOS' ORDER. 

3. THE EMERGENCY PROGRAM IS TO PROVIDE MORE JOB TRAINING FOR 
APPLICANTS AND TO INSURE THAT USEFUL WORK IS ACCOMPLISHED. AN 
ATTEMPT TO AVOID THE LABEL "BOTELLAS" (SINECURE). 

4. THE ROTATING MINISTER OF MINISTERS WILL HAVE ADDITIONAL 
RESPONSIBILITIES SUCH AS TRAVELING THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY TO 
INSPECT THE OPERATION OF PROVINCIAL PROGRAMS. (COMMENT: 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 PANAMA 00556 262109Z 

THIS MAY BE AN INDICATION THAT THINGS ARE NOT RUNNING 
AS SMOOTHLY OR HONESTLY IN THE PROVINCES AS THEY HOPED.) 

JORDEN 
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